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• Améliorer la gestion ou la production urbaine 

 

• Transformer les rapports sociaux 

 

• Etendre la démocratie 



Transformating social relations 

 

 

• Approches consensuelles: restaurer le lien social, lutter 

contre l’exclusion, augmenter le capital social 

 

• Approches consensuelles solidaires 

 

• Approches conflictuelles centrées sur les groupes 

dominés 





Figure 3. Les 
étrangers dans la 
population 
francilienne en 2008 
(Carte réalisée par 
Matthieu Delage à 
partir du traitement 
INSEE du recensement 
Source : Hommes et 
Migrations, n°1308, 
« Le Paris des 
migrants », oct-déc 
2014, page 18) 





The March for Equality and against Racism 
rename « marche des beurs » by the media 

(1983) 
 





 

 

“Enough with the fire” 

« To put a definitive end to the 
fire » 

“When we talk about the revolts, we talk 
about what was destroyed, but not about the 
people who were there, who were mobilised. 
(…) There were a lot of people outside, an 
enormous number of people. The youths 
weren’t the only ones expressing their anger. 
There were also parents, fathers and mothers 
who were there. A lot of people found 
themselves with a warrant for detention, were 
subject to tear gas, Flash-Ball shots, insults 
and psychological violence. Children saw 
helicopters flying overhead, with projectors 
glaring into their bedrooms. Very elderly men, 
like my father, found themselves face-to-face 
with a CRS (security police) company as they 
left the mosque in the evening and were 
forced to walk home single-file along a wall.  
 

Mohamed Mechmache, President of ACLEFEU 



Building « the capacity to aspire : from books of grievances to 
the « Ministry of the banlieues crisis » 

“Like the sans-culottes of the French 
Revolution of 1789, our approach seeks 
to make the voice of the people audible 
to the nation’s dignitaries. History 
appears to repeat itself: today like 
yesterday, the central tenet of the 
Revolution is clearly detectible in these 
books: Equality.” (books of grievances) 



• “The important thing was to handle the most urgent matter 
and to say that we were fed up, that this had been going on 
for year;, to wake people up and tell them: ‘you’re 100% 
French and therefore you have your part to play and the 
right to be heard’. So this Tour de France was all about 
reaffirming our Frenchness by reference to the list of 
grievances and the Estates General of 1789.” (Nassim) 
 

• The starting point was the values of the Republic: liberty, 
equality, fraternity. We said to ourselves: ‘These values are 
great in theory, but when you look at what’s actually 
happening, they don’t exist in practice’. ” (Mohamed 
Mechmache) 

 



Getting involved in representative politics 



Discussion about communities and « integration » 



Concluding remarks 

• Participation and social integration :  
– The question of recognition : « To exist is to exist politically  « civic 

right is to exist per se (…) It is the chance to exist in itself, to legitimaly 
exist, without having to justify this existence in any way » » 
Abdelmalek Sayad 

– The question of social justice, spatial justice, redistribution 

– The question of democracy and citizenship 

 

• Public space and « subaltern public space » (Frazer) : the 
question of political subjectivity an identity 

 

• « There is no shortcut for empowerment »  


